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TUDOR	  PLANNING	  AND	  DESIGN	  
PO Box 357, Bondi Junction, NSW 1355 

E: michael@tudorpd.com 

8 February 2018  
 
 
Ms. Carolyn McNally 
Secretary 
NSW Department of Planning 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 

 

Dear Ms. McNally, 

Re: Submission to the Greater Macarthur 2040: An Interim Plan for the Greater Macarthur 
Growth Area 

The Greater Macarthur 2040: An Interim Plan for the Greater Macarthur Growth Area (the Plan) is 
welcomed and supported, as the Department of Planning and Environment’s (DP&E) effort to 
combine the strategic planning of the Glenfield-Macarthur Urban Renewal Corridor and the Growth 
Areas of Appin and Mount Gilead, is considered to be an important step in addressing the projected 
growth of the entire corridor.  

This submission is made on the Plan in context of the logistics challenge faced by the Sydney 
Metropolitan Area (SMA). Additionally, a discussion is provided on the inclusion of Wilton in the Plan. 
This issue is discussed first. 

Inclusion of Wilton 

The Greater Macarthur Planned Precincts include the Wilton, Appin and Mount Gilead Precincts. 
However, the Plan omits the Wilton Precinct. The Wilton Precinct is subject to a Structure Plan that 
identifies that Wilton is proposed to accommodate 15,500 homes, 15,500 jobs, potentially 60,000sqm 
of retail and business floor space and cater for a population of approximately 50,000 people. Two 
areas within the Wilton Precinct have already been targeted for release, being the Wilton North 
Precinct and Wilton South East Precinct.  

It is requested that Wilton be included in the Plan and future strategic planning of the entire Greater 
Macarthur corridor in order to comprehensively manage the strategic planning and growth of the 
region.  

Sydney’s Logistics Problem 

Sydney’s current logistics problem is that approximately 80% of container freight is transported west 
from Port Botany to Western Sydney, with the majority of container freight being transported via the 
road network. Additionally, container freight movements in NSW are projected to increase from 
currently 2.4 million TEU containers to 8.4 million TEU containers by 2045. Port Botany currently 
services the majority of these movements and will continue to do so in 2045. The productivity cost 
impact of greater movement of freight on the SMA road network is likely to be significant, given that 
the Australian Government Productivity Commission estimated that, “The growing avoidable social 
costs of congestion for Australia’s eight capital cities were estimated at about $18.7 billion in 2014-15, 
and are estimated to rise to at least $31.4 billion by 2030.”  

On 3 March 2011, the Minister for Planning, Tony Kelly approved the Outer Harbour development in 
Port Kembla for a 1.2 million TEU container capacity. It is understood that this could be expanded to 
service 3 million TEU containers. As such, Port Kembla presents itself as part of the solution to 
alleviating the overwhelming reliance on Port Botany and the extensive use of the road network to 
transport containers through Western Sydney.  

The Plan shows in Figure 2 (page 4) the Greater Macarthur Structure Plan (land release areas) and 
Figure 14 (page 72) Future Transport, the the future location of the Outer Sydney Orbital (OSO) Stage 
1 connection to the Hume Highway (M31) and existing Sydney-Melbourne railway line is located just 
south of the Menangle village centre. Figures 2 and 14 also identify that Stage 2 of the OSO to the 
Illawarra is under investigation.  



	  
Submission	  to	  NSW	  Department	  of	  Planning	  and	  Environment	  	  
Greater	  Macarthur	  2040:	  An	  Interim	  Plan	  for	  the	  Greater	  Macarthur	  Growth	  Area	   2	  

 

 
The investigation of the extension of the OSO to the Illawarra is welcomed. However, it is requested 
that the NSW State Government commit to connecting the proposed dual use corridor of the Outer 
Sydney Orbital (OSO) and future freight rail to Port Kembla and the Princes Highway (M1). It is 
considered that this connection would solve much of Sydney’s logistics problem, as it would allow Port 
Kembla to be connected to Western Sydney and the future Western Sydney Airport (WSA), hence 
creating a true by-pass for the entire SMA. The result is that connecting the WSA to Port Kembla and 
the M1 would likely reduce the potential lost productivity due to traffic congestion throughout the SMA, 
therefore achieving a better functioning city.  

It is understood that the future WSA and nearby Western Sydney Employment Lands will be 
supported by a freight logistics terminal and a new freight railway line from Yennora. While this is 
important to accommodate the projected east-west movements of containers between Port Botany 
and the WSA, it is still anticipated that the majority of freight will still be transported to Western 
Sydney via the road network.  

Therefore, it makes sense to connect Port Kembla to the future WSA via Menangle with the M1 and 
future OSO, in order to by-pass the SMA, which would greatly assist the distribution of freight and 
manage the future container demand between Port Botany and Port Kembla.  

Further to be above, it is evident that Menangle has a unique and important role in the strategic 
planning of the SMA and would contribute to addressing the projected growth of logistics in the SMA. 
Menangle forms the junction of two major motorways being the Hume Highway (M31) and the future 
Outer Sydney Orbital (OSO), as well as the junction of the Sydney-Melbourne passenger and freight 
railway line and future freight railway line proposed within the OSO corridor. This junction of major 
infrastructure creates a special opportunity that truly makes Menangle the gateway to the SMA and 
provides an opportunity to create a logistics and employment hub.  

The creation of a logistics and employment hub at Menangle will support employment to the Growth 
Areas of Wilton, Appin and Mount Gilead. These land release areas are proposed to predominately 
cater for residential housing and are considered to be significantly deficient in diverse employment 
opportunities.  

Page 5 of the Plan identifies principles for the Greater Macarthur region. Point 9 states, ‘Employment 
opportunities will be provided in Campbelltown-Macarthur and locally in each precinct to achieve a 30 
minute city for residents’. The location of a logistics and employment hub at Menangle ensures that 
the above principle is achieved, which is also a fundamental policy of the NSW Sate Government’s 
Greater Sydney Regional Plan.  

These suggestions follow the historic planning of the area, including the approved Maldon to 
Dombarton railway line and the 1973 Structure Plan titled, “The new cities of Campbelltown, Camden 
and Appin”, prepared by the then State Planning Authority of NSW.  

Request 

Therefore, we request that the NSW State Government and DP&E commit to: 

1. A future major road and rail connection to Port Kembla from the proposed OSO and future 
freight railway line junction at Menangle. It is believed that the provision of a connection 
between the WSA and Port Kembla via Menangle would contribute significant economic and 
environmental benefits to the SMA; 

2. Commit to the strategic planning for Menangle as a logistics and employment hub; and 

3. Include Wilton in the Plan in order to comprehensively manage the strategic planning and 
growth of the region.  

Yours sincerely, 

 
Michael Gheorghiu 
B.Eng (Civil & Bldg.), MURP, MUDD 


